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We�re a grassroots solidarity movement 
creating communities of mentorship, 
belonging, support, intercultural 
connectedness and advocacy for 
Canadian university students from a 
poverty-class heritage.

@ShoestringCdn

info@shoestringinitiative.com

www.shoestringinitiative.com
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nding togetherness on the 
education digi-scape series 

string it
together

poe�ry
pover�y
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2020-2021 String it Together series brings our voices, 
lived experiences and wonders together through art in 
our 
nal webinar of the season. This is an invitation to 
re�ect on the portrayal of poverty through poetry. We 
will read and listen to poems that present poverty as 
personal de
cit. Together, we will reframe these 
perspectives to understand poverty as oppression, and 
as a violation of a human right (Pogge, 2009; UNESCO). 

Carmen Rodriguez de France (PhD) is a singer, 
songwriter and poet of Kickapoo and Mexican heritage. 
Carmen is an Indigenous educator at the University of 
Victoria (Faculty of Education, Social Justice Studies, 
Latin American Studies) artist and poet. She is a proli
c 
activist for social justice who is committed the 
enactment of the Calls to Action from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report.

artist Carmen Rodriguez de France
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