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Shoestring is a grassroots solidarity movement to create communities of 
mentorship, belonging, support, intercultural connectedness and advocacy 
for Canadian university students from a poverty-class heritage.
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The situation of the Roma is still visibly alarming in 
Europe. Anti-Gypsy stereotypes and prejudices speak to 
the relentless persecution of Roma. In Spain, only 1% of 
Roma get a university education compared to 35% of the 
rest of the Spanish population. Non-Roma education 
“experts” explain this gap by blaming the Roma culture 
and perpetuating stereotypes such as an unwillingness 
to seek stable employment and formal education. 
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Roma Elders, professors, mentors and students are pushing back 
against this discrimination and making visible the complex barriers 
that Roma people face. This education gap is decreasing since the 
creation of www.CampusRom.org. It is the first Roma University 
Network of Catalonia, Spain and is an initiative by and for the Roma. 
Our special guest  Fernando Macías  (University of Barcelona) will 
share how CampusRom is creating real change for Roma 
communities and access to higher education in Spain. @CampusRom


